NOBEL'S   ENGLISH   PATENTS
It is not dangerous when lit. The use of the same double salt for
firearms with a small amount of powder as a detonating charge.
Explosive.—Process for the manufacture of powder with nitrate
of barium instead of saltpetre, A certain quantity of picrate of
ammonia or amorphous phosphorus being added in order to over-
come the sluggishness of the nitrate of barium powder.
Improvement in the manufacture of fuses.—The use of nitro-
glycerine, which by means of guncotton is thickened and congealed
with camphor, with an addition of finely ground salt, such as
chlorate, perchlorate, nitrate, permanganate, and similar salts.
The production of this substance which is impervious to water in
cords for the manufacture of fuses. They would be used instead
of the ordinary gunpowder fuses.
Improvement in the manufacture of explosives,—(Smokeless
powder, ballistite.) The production of a gelatinous mixture consist-
ing of nitro-glycerine and soluble nitro-cellulose in proportions
varying between 1:2 and 2:1, with the assistance of a suitable
solvent which can then be eliminated and reserved for further use.
The treatment of the powder with warm rollers in order to achieve
complete homogeneity. It is roiled out into thin sheets, which
are cut with a knife or scissors into the desired shape and size.
The use of nitrated starch or nitro-dextrin as a partial substitute
for the nitro-cellulose, and the addition of a pulverised chlorate
or picrate in various proportions.
Improved explosive*—The use of nitro-cellulose as an addition
to explosives of nitrated starch or dextrin, together with a common
solvent which is then separated and used again, with the object of
preventing this explosive, which is otherwise brittle, suffering from
friction, and also of preventing such unintentional changes in its
explosive qualities as might thereby ensue. Before separating the
solvent, the necessary amount of salts rich in oxygen are added in
order to ensure the complete combustion of the finished explosive.
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